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The effect of this admonition was even more complete than
the writer had anticipated. The royal exiles were received
with period; decorum, which their modest bearing to all classes,
and unobtrusive, though magnificent benevolence to tlxe poor,
ore long converted into a feeling of deep and affectionate re-
spectfulness. During their stay in Scotland, the King took
more than one opportunity of conveying to Sir Walter his
gratitude for this salutary interference on his behalf. The
ladies of the royal family had a curiosity to see Ahbotsford,
but being aware of his reduced health and wealth, took care
to visit the plueo when he was known to be* from home. Sev-
eral French noblemen of the train, however, paid him their
respects personally. I" remember with particular pleasure a
couple of days that the Duko of Laval-Montmorcncy spent
with him: he was also gratified with a visit from Marshal
Bounuont, though unfortunately that eaiue after his ailments
hud much advanced. The Marshal was accompanied by the
Baron d'llaussez, one ot the Polignac Ministry, whose pxib-
linhed account of his reBidenoe in this country contains no
specimen of vain imbecility more pitiable than the page he
gives to Abbots Ford. Ho far from comprehending anything
of his host's character or conversation, the Baron had, not even
eyes to observe that ho was in a sorely dilapidated condition
of bodily health.

The reader has already eeen that he had many misgivings in
contemplating his final retirement from the situation he had
occupied for six-and-twenty years in the Court of Session.
Such a breach in old habits is always a serious experiment;
but in his case it was very particularly so, because it involved
his losing during the winter months, when men most need
society, the intercourse of almost all that remained to him of
dear familiar friends, lie had besides a love for the very
stones of Edinburgh, and the thought that he was never again to
sleep under a roof of his own in his native city, cost him many a
pang. But ho never alludes cither in his Diary or in his letters
(nor do I remember that he ever did so in conversation) to the
circumstance which, far more than all besides, occasioned care
and regret in the bonom of his family. However he might
cling to the notion that his recent ailments sprung merely
from a disordered stomach, they had dismissed that dream, and
the heaviest of their thoughts was, that he was fixing himself
in the country just when his health, perhaps his life, might
depend any given hour on the immediate presence of a stir*
gieal hand* They reflected that the only practitioner residentsed to adoptnburgh
